Term 4 Week 3, 20 October 2021

Sacred Heart Pymble
Upcoming Events
October 21
Kindy 2022 Transition Zoom

October 25
Years 2 - 6 students return

October 29
International Teachers Day

PRINCIPAL
WELCOME BACK
It was a thrill to welcome back the children from Kindergarten and Year
They were very excited to see their friends, meet their teachers again
and work in the classroom. The teachers were also very happy to be
working with their children in the classroom and not on zoom. One
step closer for us as we return to Years 2 - 6 returning next Monday 25 October.
At school we have created ‘bubbles’ of children playing in separate areas and lining up at different places.
All staff are double vaccinated. We have hand sanitisers at every entryway, classrooms are well
ventilated and mandatory masks for teachers/optional masks for children.
You can FEEL the excitement in the air at school so we will be sending home lots of very tired children
each week for the rest of the term. We are enjoying making up for lost time!!!

PRINCIPAL
TRANSITION TO SCHOOL
We conducted a zoom transition for the Kindergarten
2022 cohort last Thursday morning. Our second zoom
transition will take place this coming Thursday. We are
HOPING that we are able to invite our new
Kindergarten class and their parents into the school
before the end of the school year. Next year we have
two classes of Kindergarten children.
Mary Hor
Principal

OFFICE
We were very excited to see all our Kindy and Year 1 students happy faces back at school this week
and are looking forward to seeing the rest of our students next week.
Please see below some “Back to School” Reminders.

AFTERNOON PICK UP AND DRIVE THROUGH
Our Drive Through procedures are in place to assist the safe arrival and departure of children via the
Bobbin Head Rd car park.
In the morning, parents kiss and drop - please remain in your car to allow for quick drop off.
In the afternoon, our Bobbin Head Road car park is dedicated to “Drive Through” from 3.00pm –
3.20pm. Teachers on Drive Through duty bring the children from the playground and supervise the
children sitting on the paved area outside the Administration block. The family name is called and the
children are asked to wait with a teacher on duty. The teacher will open the car door on the passenger
side and the children will get into the back seat, put their seat belt on and close the door themselves. It
is important for the child to close the door to ensure that they are focused enough not to have their
fingers closed in the door. The parent does not get out of the car. Once the door is closed the parent
drives out of the school gate (closest to pool) and turn left.
Points to remember:
• PLEASE NOTE - Bobbin Head Road car park is dedicated to Drive Through. Family signs are to be
displayed clearly. If you do not have a sign or need a new one, please contact the office on
shp@dbb.catholic.edu.au or 9440 8056.
• Please do not park in the Bobbin Head Road car park if you wish to get out and pick up your child.
Please park in the Richard Porter Way car park and walk up to the main gate.
• Drivers are asked to make a second line to avoid blocking the entrance gate or spilling out onto
Bobbin Head Road.

OFFICE
HAIR
Please ensure that all children have their hair tied back for health reasons.

SPORT DAYS
Kindergarten Wednesdays and Friday
Year 1

Wednesday and Friday

Year 2

Wednesday and Friday

Year 3

Tuesday and Thursday

Year 3/4W

Tuesday and Friday

Year 4

Tuesday and Friday

Year 5

Tuesday and Thursday

Year 6:

Tuesday and Friday

SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOLS

Jodie and Kathie
Administration

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
TELL THEM FROM ME - PARENT AND STUDENT SURVEY
As part of our focus on school effectiveness, Sacred Heart will be participating in
an online survey - Tell Them From Me (TTFM). The survey is anonymous,
voluntary and designed to provide reliable data to help us improve our school.
Research tells us that positive partnerships between home and school enhance student learning
outcomes. This survey will provide us with valuable feedback about school life, opportunities for
families to engage with our school and the partnerships between students, teachers and parents.
The TTFM survey data is a key piece of Catholic Schools Broken Bay’s Towards 2025 strategy as it
informs system wide improvement through feedback and insights on what our stakeholders have to
say about Effective Teaching, Engagement, Faith Formation, and Wellbeing.
The survey will be conducted at school for all staff and students in Years 4-6. We encourage all parents
to complete the parent survey. Information about how to access the survey will be sent via Compass
next week.

NAPLAN
Last term, our students in Years 3 and 5 received their individual Naplan
results and we have been thrilled to have had so many positive comments
being shared with us. As a staff, we continue to unpack the data that this
has provided and are using the information to evaluate our learning
programs and initiatives, as well as plan future directions. Our school is currently performing well
above State average across all areas of the assessment, with a particular growth trend in the area of
Spelling and strong results in Reading. The percentage of students in the top two bands has increased
for Spelling (Years 3 and 5), Grammar and Punctuation (Years 3 and 5) and Numeracy (Year 5). We
celebrate that over 89% of students in Year 3 achieved the top two bands in Grammar and
Punctuation, 84% in Writing and 80% of Year 5 students in Reading. We are pleased to see so many of
our Year 5 students achieve beyond expected growth from their Year 3 results.
We hope that families have found the individual reports useful in informing conversations about
learning growth and goal setting with their child. Whilst only a snapshot, this information contributes
towards each child’s learning profile and assists in planning the next steps in learning.

ICAS ASSESSMENTS
Many students have registered to complete this year’s ICAS Assessments. The
organisers of the assessments moved the dates to accommodate our extended
lockdown period. The Writing test had a deadline of October 15th and was therefore
completed remotely by those students last week via a special lockdown browser. The remaining tests
will be completed next week, with a final date for tests being 29th October.
The schedule will be as follows:
Tuesday 26th October at 8am – SCIENCE
Wednesday 27th October at 8am - MATHEMATICS
Thursday 28th October at 8am – ENGLISH
Thursday 28th October at 11.15am - SPELLING
Friday 29th October at 8am - DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Please ensure that your child is at school no later at 7.50am on the day of their test (except for
Spelling). Mrs Paxton will remind all students on Monday of the tests that they are registered for.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The first week of the Plenary Council, which consists of 277 members,
took place on October 3 to October 10, 2021. It was the fifth Plenary
Council of Australia and the first since 1937. Since 1937, the Church and
society have changed significantly. Archbishop Costelloe, the president of
the Plenary Council, asserted "The Plenary Council is a very significant,
probably the most authoritative gathering of the church in Australia, really to evaluate our situation
and try, together as the people of God in Australia, to chart a way forward."
The process began with a focus on listening to what the Holy Spirit is saying in contemporary times.
The intention is for a renewal of the Church through a process of discernment and in dialogue through
spiritual conversations, in order to encourage a hopeful awakening.
Among the topics that have emerged are the importance of embracing the rich traditions of the
Catholic Church, the importance of true respect for First Nations peoples, the promotion of vocations
for men and women and ensuring quality Religious Education for our students within schools, as well
as building stronger relationships between our schools and parishes.
If you would like a snapshot into the Council, you may wish to listen to Archbishop Mark Coleridge, the
president of the Australian Catholic Bishops Council, interviewed by Geraldine Doogue on the last day
of the Council. She also interviews Susan Pascoe, a member of the Vatican Commission on
Methodology, planning for the 2023 Synod on Synodality, on
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/plenary-matters/id1587458085
The second phase of the Plenary Council is scheduled for July to July 9, 2021.
Liana Stella
Religious Education Coordinator

LITERACY CENTRE
BORROWING
We look forward to welcoming the students back into the Literacy Centre next week.
Please remember to bring back all overdue books that are at home. The BOOK MUNCHER will be out
in the usual spot for students to put any books in. Students will need a Library Bag to borrow books.

BOOK COVERING
I have so many wonderful new books from our Book Fair ready to be covered. If there are any parents
who would be happy to cover books, please e-mail reception and I will send books home with contact.
Thank you in advance!
Laura Munce
Literacy Centre

THE DISH
THANK YOU FROM THE DISH
In the interim, please see below the letter of gratitude sent out to all groups who supported The Dish
during the lockdown and especially for the financial contributions made towards their lockdown care
hampers.
We would like to express our deepest gratitude for the support you have provided to The Dish. In
particular we would like to thank you wholeheartedly for the contribution you made to the hampers
that The Dish Coordinator Leisa Liddelow was able to compile and distribute.
These hampers were conceived at the height of the recent lockdown, at a time when many among the
most vulnerable in our community felt deeply isolated, disconnected, helpless and hopeless. Due to
your generous financial contribution, these hampers could be packed with indulgent food items,
pampering products, books, craft, and other gifts for those who access the services of The Dish.
These hampers brought such joy to those who often feel quite unloved and unable to access the
products and entertainments that we can take for granted. They showed these vulnerable people that
there are those in our community who care about them – even those they have never and may never
meet.
Thank you again for being willing to look beyond yourself to the needs of others, to providing comfort
and a sense of hope to those who need some extra support, and to partnering with The Dish at a time
when you yourself may have experienced a feeling of malaise or isolation.
We appreciate your support very much and look forward to your continued partnership with us as we
seek to serve those who have greater needs than us in this community.
HELP NEEDED
We will be asking for cooks and helpers in the next newsletter to plan for our turn at The Dish this term
- which is on Tuesday, 9 November.
If you want to be added to the list before then, please contact Sylvia Ulevik on either
home@ulevik.com or 0404 294 970.
The Dish Management Committee

SCHOOL BAND
PUTTING THE BAND BACK TOGETHER
Last term and across the school holidays, students from the Sacred Heart Pymble band were
given the opportunity to participate in an optional recording project run by Teaching Services
Australia (TSA).
Over 300 students joined from more than 50 school to rehearse weekly on Zoom.
They worked in 5 groups at various levels ranging from beginner to advanced and each group
learned and recorded a band song. Some students submitted audio recordings whilst others
also participated in the video recording session. Everyone worked hard, learned a lot and
enjoyed making music together.
Congratulations to those students from the Sacred Heart Pymble band who participated, you
have done an amazing job keeping music alive in these challenging times.
If you would like to see an example of what these students achieved, see the link below:
https://vimeo.com/628944425/b11501d6b3

SCHOOL TRAVEL

School Travel for 2022

2022 school travel applications are now open
Students who need a School Opal card or travel pass for 2022 can apply now. A new
application will need to be submitted if they are applying for a school travel pass for
the first time, or if they are requesting an additional travel entitlement as a result of a
new shared parental responsibility situation (e.g. joint custody).
Students who change address, school, campus location, or who have repeated a year
or received an expiry notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel
entitlement should renew or update their details before the end of term 4. This will
ensure that schools can endorse applications and current entitlements are updated
and remain valid. School Opal card holders will have the changes applied to their
existing card.
If a student’s distance eligibility has changed based on their grade the system will
automatically update their entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If they do not
meet the new eligibility criteria, they will receive an expiry notification via email.
Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition that is due to
expire will receive a notification advising them to re-apply.
Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.
Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass)
for the first time will receive their Student Opal card at their nominated postal
address. Cards will be mailed out from January 2022.
Students living in rural and regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass at
the start of the new school year from their nominated transport operator. It may
come via the school or be sent directly to them at home. Note: some R&R operators
do not issue travel passes. Students/parents should confirm with their nominated
operator if they do not receive a pass.
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SCHOOL TRAVEL
School Student Transport Scheme site change
On 1 October 2021 the School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) information and
application portal was moved to transportnsw.info. This will assist familiesto find all their
travel information in the one place.

Travel from Term 1 2022
We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use and has a
valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card (within Greater Sydney) or a
School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the startof the school year.
Applications for the School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) open at the start of Term4 2021 for
travel in 2022, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be ready for the start of the
new school year.
Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continuetravelling on
their existing card each year.
The start of the year is a difficult period for local bus operators, and students travellingwithout a
valid ticket make service planning and operations increasingly difficult.
We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean they may not
have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal network, we strongly
encourage these families to have their children travel on a Child/Youth Opal card until they receive
their valid School Opal card. If outside GreaterSydney, parents should contact their local bus
operator to discuss their travel needs.
Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year, and will
ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support our operators we
encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, fromthe start of the school year.
Please also remember that students using Opal cards must tap on and tap off in linewith the
Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use.

Further information can be found at transportnsw.info/travel-info/using-public-transport/school-travel Enquiries can be
submitted at transportnsw.info/contact-us/feedback/passes-concessions-feedback

1 Bobbin Head Road Pymble 2073 Phone: (02) 9440 8056 Email: shp@dbb.catholic.edu.au Website: www.shpdbb.catholic.edu.au
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CLASS / COMMUNITY

RAY WHITE

Rowan Lazar
Ray White Upper North Shore
M: 0412 329 789
E: rowan.lazar@raywhite.com
W: www.raywhiteuppernorthshore.com.au
1 Bobbin Head Road Pymble 2073 Phone: (02) 9440 8056 Email: shp@dbb.catholic.edu.au Website: www.shpdbb.catholic.edu.au
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PYMBLE PLAY GROUP
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